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trooper. Seeing this, one man remarked to another,
tc The general is tough." " He is," replied his com-
panion, " as tough as old hickory." This answer was
heard by others and repeated, with the result that
thenceforward Jackson became known as tai Old
Hickory ", a nickname which stuck to him for the rest
of his life.

The event which was to make Jackson famous, how-
ever, and which for the first time brought him before
the notice of the whole nation, happened late in 1814.
The war between Britain and the United States which
had begun in 1812 was still dragging on without any
particular advantage to either side, and in the autumn
of 1814, the British decided on a bold stroke which
they hoped would have a decisive effect upon the con-
flict. This was nothing less than the capture of the
great province of Louisiana which Jefferson had bought
from France in 1803. Accordingly, as a preliminary
step towards the enterprise, a large fleet of fifty warships
under Admiral Cochrane, with sixteen thousand sol-
diers on board, was despatched to capture the city of
New Orleans at the mouth of the Mississippi.

This powerful army was commanded by General Sir
Edward Pakenham, a brother-in-law of the Duke of
Wellington, and New Orleans would certainly have
fallen had not Jackson received warning of the impend-
ing peril and ridden post-haste through miles of wilder-
ness to the city, where he arrived on December 2. His
presence was badly needed. No preparations had been
made for defence, and he found the people in a state of
excitement bordering on panic, but Jackson soon altered